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    Waynesville R-VI School District’s 
Volunteer Program has more than 153 
active volunteers who have already 
volunteered 8,244 hours for the 2013-
2014 school year.
    “Those are great numbers, but I can’t 
say that I am surprised; members of 
this community love to volunteer and 
help out,” said Tai Kimes, AmeriCorps 
VISTA volunteer coordinator for 
Waynesville R-VI School District. 
    “This year, we have been privileged 
to present a total of 27 Presidential 
Volunteer Service Awards to members 
of our volunteer program,” Kimes says. 
“Four out of our 27 award recipients 
will receive the Gold Presidential 
Award.”
    Gold Presidential Volunteer Service 
Awards are awarded to volunteers who 

    Two incumbents – Dr. LeRoy Fulmer and Mike Keeling – and one newcomer – Lisa 
Schwandt – will be sworn in as members of the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
during the board’s reorganizational meeting tonight. Each will serve a three-year term. 
    Andy Anderson has served on the board for the past six years, most recently as 
secretary.
    “I want to thank Andy for his years of dedicated service and for the many hours 
he spent volunteering for our students, schools and communities,” says Dr. Judene 
Blackburn, superintendent who will retire on June 30.
    Blackburn praised school board members past and present for their service during 
her tenure as superintendent. “Thanks to the current and previous school board 
members and to the district leadership cooperating together, this district is financially 
secure, academically strong and a state leader in effective educational strategies.” 

D
r. LeR

oy Fulm
er

M
ike K

eeling

Lisa Schw
andt

School board election results

Volunteers log over 8,000 hours
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    For the third consecutive year, the 
Waynesville AmeriCorps/VISTA 
team will receive the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day of Service Award from 
the Missouri Community Service 
Commission during the Annual 
Celebration of Volunteerism and 
Service on May 8. 
    Approximately 2,000 students 
in the Waynesville R-VI School 
District participated in a district-wide 
celebration of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day of Service on Jan. 16. Their 
service learning and volunteer projects 
included making oatmeal packets 
for Snack in a Pack, homemade dog 
biscuits and toys for the Waynesville 
Animal Shelter and making homemade 
laundry soap and other items for the 
Genesis House, Good Samaritan of 
the Ozarks, Head Start and Supporting 
All Lives Together (SALT).  For the 
third year in a row, all of the activities 
were coordinated by the Waynesville 
AmeriCorps/VISTA team. 
    “The goal of this event was to give 
students a realistic view of the diverse 
needs of the local community. Students 
learned first-hand that they have the 
ability and opportunity to help with 
many needs that face the community,” 
said Joellyn Dean, Waynesville 
AmeriCorps VISTA Leader. 
    “I’m very proud of the 
accomplishments of the Waynesville 
AmeriCorps VISTA Team,” says 
Dr. Kim Hawk, Community Resource 
Coordinator of the Waynesville R-VI 
School District. “By engaging our 
students in hands-on events like the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, 

AmeriCorps/
VISTA to receive 
MLK Jr. award

complete 500 volunteer hours or more 
during one year. Silver Presidential 
Volunteer Service Awards are awarded 
for 250 to 499 hours and bronze is 
awarded for 100 to 249 volunteer hours 
completed in one year.
    “We are very fortunate to have the 
support of the Fort Leonard Wood 
military community.  Without the 
dedication of many of our military 
members and the support of the Fort 
Leonard Wood Garrison Command, 
we would not have the ability to 
provide our students with the positive 
environment, high level of activities, 
academic support and after school 
programming that is helping to drive 
the success of our youth,” said Dr. Kim 
Hawk, community resource coordinator 
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Carrie Starnes was elected to serve 
as a Missouri SkillsUSA state officer 
at the 2014 Missouri SkillsUSA 
Leadership and Skills Conference 
held April 3-5 at Linn State Technical 
College. Starnes is a junior in the 
graphic design class at Waynesville 
Career Center and attends Richland 
High School. Starnes will serve as a 
state officer for the 2014-2015 school 
year and will represent SkillsUSA at 
the state and national level. 

of the Waynesville R-VI School 
District. “Out of our 27 Presidential 
Volunteer Service Award recipients this 
year, 21 of them are military affiliated. 
This impressive number really 
highlights the positive impact that the 
Fort Leonard Wood community has in 
the Waynesville R-VI School District.”
    In addition to awards, each month the 
district’s volunteer program recognizes 
a volunteer who goes above and beyond 

by naming him/
her the volunteer 
of the month. The 
April Volunteer of 
the Month is Isabel 
Herrera. 
    Herrera began 
volunteering in 
January of 2014 
and has already 

committed more than 200 hours of her 
time volunteering in the Community 
Resource Office. When asked, “Why 
do you volunteer”? Herrera replies, 
“Volunteering is not only good for the 
community, it’s good for me, too.”
    Volunteer opportunities are available 
to members of the community who are 
looking to get involved with the school 
district. They include student mentoring 
and tutoring; assisting in the classroom 
or office; helping with special events; 

we help them to develop awareness 
of the needs in our community and an 
enhanced perspective on ways in which 
they can offer help and assistance to 
others. It really helps to develop the 
heart of service in our youth. It is an 
honor for us to receive this award. We 
celebrate the opportunity to connect our 
youth with the community in support of 
everything Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
stood for.”

packing up or delivering Snack in a 
Pack food; taking photographs of school 
events and activities; being a part of the 
PTO; and designing, crafting, or using 
your art skills to engage students in fun 
activities and more.
    Students of Waynesville R-VI School 
District also have an opportunity to 
volunteer, and often give their time in 
a variety of ways, such as serving as 
mentors or tutors for younger students; 
assisting with special events; packing 
for Snack in a Pack; taking pictures 
of school events; and creating TV 
commercials for Snack in a Pack. 
    Waynesville R-VI School District 
policy requires that all adult volunteers 
obtain a background check each school 
year, for the 2014 – 2015 school year, 
volunteers can begin the process 
now (April 1 is the opening for the 
following year background checks). 
Background checks may be obtained 
from school buildings or directly from 
the Community Resource Office (CRO). 
Once a background check has been 
processed and approved, volunteers 
are encouraged to get a new volunteer 
ID badge made at the CRO. For more 
information about the CRO Programs 
or how to get involved, contact (573) 
842-2530 or community@waynesville.
k12.mo.us.

Volunteers Continued from page 1

Isabel Herrera MLK Jr. Service Award
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The Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of Commerce 
held a community forum on Monday night with 
MG Leslie Smith from Fort Leonard Wood; CSM 
Terrence Murphy from FLW; Dr. Judene Blackburn, 
superintendent; Gene Newkirk, Pulaski County 
Presiding Commissioner; Mayor George Sanders 
from the City of St. Robert, Mayor Luge Hardman 
from the City of Waynesville, moderator Mike 
Dunbar; and Dorsey Newcomb from the Leonard 
Wood Institute. Blackburn noted that the district 
has 5,827 students, which is 138 fewer than a year ago, but the same number as two years ago. These students are served 
by 784 staff members (508 certified and 276 classified). Army force reductions will impact student enrollment and staffing 
next year, but more significantly the following year with projected decreases in enrollment ranging from 400 to 700 students 
and 60 to 80 employee positions. Blackburn noted facilities have never been in better condition and the district has room for 
growth.  In terms of future capital projects, the district will begin constructing a FEMA shelter at East Elementary this fall.  



    This past Saturday Waynesville Middle School music students 
participated in the Mid-MO Music Festival in Jefferson City.  The 
Advanced Band received a I+ on their performance and the Advanced 
Choir received a I rating.  The 7th Grade Choir received a II.
    The following soloists received a I rating on their solos: Larry 
Clarke - alto sax solo; Marcus Collishaw - tuba solo; Carl Dalebout 
- trumpet solo; Ezechiel Daos - vocal solo; Ezechiel Daos - flute 
solo;  James Felix - trumpet solo; Ladarion Hardison - trombone solo; 
Jordan Housel, saxophone solo; Kameron Rosensteel - baritone solo; 
Ashley Shelar - vocal solo; Hannah Shoots - vocal solo; and Raven 
Smith - baritone solo. Two students received a II rating on their solos.

    Kindergarten Roundup will be held at Waynesville Schools May 
13-15.  Students living off post should go to East Elementary to 
enroll; students living on post should go to Thayer, Wood or Partridge 
Elementary, based on where they reside. Parents should bring their 
child’s shot record and birth certificate. It is not necessary for the child 
to be present at the time of enrollment. 

    Participants in the 3rd Annual Race for the Ribbons raised 
nearly $3,000 on Saturday, April 12, for three local charities.  
    The Waynesville Middle School Interact Club hosted the race 
that raised funds for Snack-in-Pack, Red Ribbon Week at WMDS 
and Waynesville R-VI Homeless Youth. 
    The race’s first, second and third place winners were Jackie 
Chen (6:57), Katherine Kelly (7:26) and James Lewis (7:35). For 
more detailed information about the overall and results by age 
division, go to http://split-secondtiming.com/results.

Employees are encouraged to wear PURPLE on Friday, 
April 18, in support of the Month of the Military Child

On April 8, Robert (RJ) Harbison, Krystal Quiriarte and 
Steven (Austin) Gayman spoke to the Rotary Club of 
Pulaski County about Career and Technical Education, 
Perkins Funding and SkillsUSA.  The students also 
presented a video made by RJ Harbison for the 
SkillsUSA Digital Cinema Production contest and 
answered questions about SkillsUSA. The students are 
pictured with Rotary President Keith Pritchard, Nancy 
Musice, technology integration specialist and SkillsUSA 
advisor and Superintendent Judene Blackburn. 

Ribbons race raises $3,000 

WMDS music students receive 
high ratings at music festival

Kindergarten Roundup May 13-15



    On Saturday March 15, 
employees of Studio 5 Hair 
Salon and the Pampered 
Paws Pet Groomers set up 
a concession stand at the 
Waynesville Route 66 Festival 
to raise funds for the Snack in 
a Pack Program (SIAP).  
    By selling hot dogs and 
beverages, Studio 5 and 
Pampered Paws raised $643, 
enough funds to feed approximately 190 students for a weekend.
    “We are very thankful for the support of partners like Studio 5 Hair Salon 
and Pampered Paws. It’s through the hard work and generosity of local 
community members that we are able to offer this service to our students who 
may otherwise not have enough food to eat,” said Sheila Nunez, AmeriCorps 
VISTA member and Snack in a Pack Project Manager. 
    The current operating cost for the Snack in a Pack program is $3.33 per 
student, per week.  The program supports approximately 270 students in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District, with a weekly cost of approximately $891.  
For more information call 573-842-2651 or spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

    Open enrollment for insurance and health risk 
assessments are scheduled as follows: 
East
Open Enrollment – 05/05/14, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/09/2014, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
HRA’s – 05/13/2014, 6 a.m. to 7 a.m.
 
Thayer
Open Enrollment – 05/06/14, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/12/2014, 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.
 
Partridge
Open Enrollment – 05/06/14, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/12/2014, 6 a.m. to 7:15 a.m.
 
Williams Early Childhood Center
Open Enrollment – 05/06/14, 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/13/2014, 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
 
Wood Elementary School
Open Enrollment – 05/07/14, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/14/2014, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
 
Freedom Elementary School
Open Enrollment – 05/08/14, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/15/2014, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
HRA’s – 05/16/2014, 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
 
Administration Building (including Food/Maintenance)
Open Enrollment – 05/09/14, 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.
HRA’s – 05/23/2014, 7:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
 
Waynesville Career Center
Open Enrollment – 05/09/14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/16/2014, 6 a.m. to 8:15 a.m.
 
Waynesville High School
Open Enrollment – 05/12/14, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/19/2014, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
HRA’s – 05/20/2014, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
 
Waynesville Middle School
Open Enrollment – 05/13/14, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/22/2014, 6 a.m. to 9 a.m.
HRA’s – 05/23/2014, 6 a.m. to 7 a.m.
 
Piney Ridge
Open Enrollment – 05/14/14, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/21/2014, 6:15 a.m. to 6:45a.m.
 
Transportation
Open Enrollment – 05/14/14, 8:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
HRA’s – 05/21/2014 Time TBD
 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center
Open Enrollment – 05/14/14, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
HRA’s – 05/21/2014, 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Insurance enrollment

    Approximately 130 Waynesville Middle School students joined the National 
Junior Honor Society on April 14. To be eligible, a student must have 3.5 
GPA or better, demonstrate qualities of scholarship, leadership, character, 
citizenship and service, and have good attendance. 
    The WMDS Chapter of NJHS officers are Michelle Amato, president; 
Sara Yokeley, vice president; Dakota Logan, 2nd vice president; Isabelle 
Rice, secretary; and Bailey Poncia, historian. To remain active, members 
must perform service activities, such as helping at food shelters, cleaning up 
churches, participating in recycling programs at schools, or tutoring fellow 
peers. The NJHS motto is: Light is the Symbol of Truth.
    The faculty advisors are Patricia Travis and Kayla Heavin. Co-advisors are 
Brittani Tiefenbrunn, Christina Tramel and Rebecca Salley.

WMDS students join honor society

Studio 5, Pampered Paws raise funds



Mrs. Salgado’s kindergarten class at East Elementary used iPads to 
check the name of 2D and 3D shapes. Students searched the room 
with a QR scanner (on iPad) and recorded their answers on the 
recording sheet. Using QR codes is an interactive way for students to 
answer questions and receive immediate feedback.

The WHS boy’s varsity golf 
team played in the Laker 
Invitational at Old Kinderhook 
Golf Course in Camdenton 
on Wednesday. The 28-team 
field consisted of teams from 
all parts of Missouri and one 
team from Kansas. The Tigers 
finished 24th. Wade Howser 
led the Tiger scores with a 
93, Jacob Morriss 97, Dylan 
Reynolds 109, Fred Boone 
117, and James Richardson 
123. Coach Rube Dowell 
says, “We went into this 
tournament with a mindset 
that this round was going to 
be, in essence, a tune up to 
our district tournament which 
will be held there on May 5.”

    CenturyLink Inc. announced 
the six southern Missouri winners 
of the CenturyLink Clarke M. 
Williams Foundation’s Teachers and 
Technology grant program. 
    Wood Elementary School 
received $1,970 to purchase iPads 
to benefit students in the classroom. 
Students will be able to document 
experiments and gather data in the 
outdoor classroom, create graphs, 
conduct peer editing and produce 
videos, then lead learning by 
sharing their work on the classroom 
SmartBoard. Teacher Robin 
Woolsey submitted the project and 
was one of six winners selected by 
the committee. 

I enjoy reading “The Ranger’s Apprentice” by 
John Flannigan. This  series was written by 
the author for his son and is appropriate for 
middle school students. With each book comes 
a new adventure that I truly look forward to. 
Mr. Flannigan’s use of vocabulary and history 
is extremely intriging. The story is about 
an 11-year-old orphan named Will who is 
apprenticed to a Ranger. Rangers are similar to 
our special forces, and this particular ranger is a 
guardian of the local castle. The Ranger rarely 
takes on an apprentice but he sees something 
special in Will.  This series of books takes Will 
on several different adventures and because 
it is written for a younger group, it is an easy 
read. Take time and check out “The Ranger’s 
Apprentice” at your school or local library.

    The program awards grants to 
schools in CenturyLink’s local 
service areas on behalf of teachers 
who have developed plans to 
innovatively implement technology 
in their classroom. The Missouri 
National Education Association 
administers the grant program.
    “We are very pleased to be a part 
of providing innovative technology 
in the classroom that enhances the 
learning experience for students 
in these schools,” said Bill Fallin, 
CenturyLink vice president and 
general manager for Branson. “It is 
exciting to see teachers implement 
creative teaching techniques that 
assist students in hands-on learning.”

Wood receives grant for iPads I enjoy reading...
By Gail Edie, Sixth Grade Center


